


WESTFIELD SELECT BOARD MEETING
April 15, 2025 Minutes

 SELECTMEN:  	_X_ Holly M Wood _X_ Chad M Kelley   _X_ Conrad A Brown
          
 STAFF:	          _X_ Catharine Simonson – Admin. Assistant, Clerk, Deputy Treasurer  
                               _X_ Chloe Shaw – Treasurer, Deputy Clerk
               	          _X_ Mark Lavway - Public Works Director
                               ___ Bruce Hussey – Code Enforcement Officer
	                    ___ Austin Hanson - Animal Control Officer
 
 PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: Jeffrey Cray, Philip Hanson, Jessica Hanson

1. Determination of quorum: Holly called the Select Board meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

2.  Holly motioned to accept the minutes from the March 18, 2025 Select Board Meeting. Conrad seconded and all were in favor. 

3. Public Comments: None

4. Department Reports: 

a. Code Enforcement Officer – Bruce was not present. He sent a message by email stating Rick Solman is preparing the complaint. The Board requested Bruce provide an update on the progress at the next meeting.

b. Public Works Director – We need a new rope on the flagpole at Marshall Cemetery and repair the roof flashing at the town office. Mark would like to rent a lift for half a day to fix those projects. Mark closed the Cambridge Road but reopened it 2 days later. The road barriers were moved by the public. We need to have an ordinance to post seasonal road closings for weight limit and temperature. Request the Planning Board develop a Road Closing Ordinance. The Board approved. There is ledge coming up through the pavement on High Street and the road needs repair. Mark said this is a job Chris Langille has done before for the town. Mark attended an Excavation Safety workshop today at UMPI.  Conrad motioned to accept the Public Works Director’s report. Seconded by Chad, the motioned passed. 

c. Treasurer’s Report – Chloe distributed and read the Treasurer’s report. She closed the County Federal Credit Union account. Chloe deposited $50,000 from the credit line to the checking account and discussed a new state requirement in processing a Tax Anticipation Note that require an attorney’s letter. Rick Currier suggested having a warrant at the town meeting next year to have the town vote on the TAN (credit line). Chad motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Conrad the reported the motion passed.  
 
d. Clerk’s Report – Cathy submitted the Property & Casualty policy application to Maine Municipal. TRIO Web preparation for going live was done on March 25th. Becky Adams from Points North Assessing was at the office on Apr 3rd and will be return on May 5th. Becky suggested the town give extra time for Tree Growth compliance due to the change of Assessors and difficulty in finding a forester. The Board agreed. Cathy submitted a Safety Grant application to MMA for ACO equipment. Coles Transportation has offered a 50% match to municipalities for flags, poles and hardware. Conrad motioned to purchase ten flags for display on poles in the village. Chad seconded and the motion passed. Veteran flags at Marshall Cemetery will be purchased and place by the town this year due to the disbanding of the American Legion in Mars Hill. Cathy will check on this. Conrad motioned to accept the Clerk’s report and Chad seconded. The motion passed.                                                                                          

e. Austin Hanson was unable to attend the meeting but sent a letter to the Board stating that Peter Ambrose has a new court date of May 7th. Seven warning letters for residents to comply with dog licensing will be mailed on Thursday. Austin submitted quotes for a safety vest and body camera to Cathy for the Safety grant application. Conrad made a motion to accept the Animal Control Officer’s report. Chad seconded and all were in favor.

5.  New Business: 

a. The 2025 Ratio Declaration form was signed by the Select Board.
b. Chad motioned to hire Mara Harris a Clerk/Administrative Assistant as of 4/14/2025 at an hourly rate of $18.00 per hour. Conrad seconded and the motion passed. 
c. The Tax Anticipation Note required an attorney’s letter for processing. The town will add a warrant in the town meeting next year to get the town’s approval. 
d. Holly discussed tax acquired properties. Does the law apply to property acquired prior to the change. The board discussed the process. The town would need to get approval at a town meeting for any property the town chooses to keep.

6.   Other business: 

a. The property updates from Bruce were tabled until next month. 
b. Holly said the town attorney said there is no issue with moving ahead with the Food Self-Governance Ordinance. This will go to vote at a town meeting.
c. Town approval is needed to move forward with the grant process for a new town garage. Ashlee Scully has applied for other grants, as well. A $10,000 grant from the King foundation, and a $10,000 grant from the Maine Community Foundation. Also, she’s checking on a municipal stream crossing grant at Pretty Brook through the DOT. Mark said check with the Army Corp of Engineers for the engineering. Ashlee is looking for a grant to replace the catch basin. The town will need to vote on the expenditure for the catch basin. Conrad motioned to have a special town meeting on April 28th at 7:00 PM to present warrant articles for vote on 1. To build a new town garage, raising and spending 25% of the expenditure, 2. Approve a Local Food and Community Self-Governance Ordinance, 3. To approve spending up to $11,000 for a new catch basin at the town office parking lot. Chad seconded and the motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 PM. 



Respectfully submitted,  
Catharine Simonson, Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant


            










