


WESTFIELD SELECT BOARD MEETING
March 18, 2025 Minutes

 SELECTMEN:  	_X_ Holly M Wood _X_ Chad M Kelley   _X_ Conrad A Brown
          
 STAFF:	          _X_ Catharine Simonson – Admin. Assistant, Clerk, Deputy Treasurer  
                               ___ Chloe Shaw – Treasurer, Deputy Clerk
               	          _X_ Mark Lavway - Public Works Director
                               _X_ Bruce Hussey – Code Enforcement Officer
	                    _X_ Austin Hanson - Animal Control Officer
 
 PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: Jeffrey Cray, Anita Brooker, Julie Brooker, Philip Hanson, Jessica Hanson

1. Determination of quorum: Holly called the Select Board meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

2.  Chad motioned to accept the minutes from the February 18, 2025 Select Board Meeting and March 11, 2025 Annual Town Meeting. Conrad seconded and all were in favor. 

3. Public Comments: None

4. Department Reports: 

a. Code Enforcement Officer – Bruce attended the Planning Board meeting held prior to the Select Board meeting. He reported that the Planning Board is in favor of Julie Brooker serving on that board. Bruce took pictures of Tony Dubuc’s property. Rick sent a letter to Bruce in response to Tony’s letter regarding the Second Notice of Violation on Map 7, Lots 57A & 57B. Rick asked Bruce to review and contact him to discuss the matter. Rick requested that Bruce go to Tony’s property and determine if the complaint is justified. Bruce talked with Rick and said the only answer is to go to court. Bruce took pictures of Willie York’s property and said there is no clean-up happening. Bruce said Rick is proceeding with this property, as well. Bruce asked the Select Board if they had any other properties needing to be cleaned up. No other properties were identified at this time. They are interested in the Dubuc and York properties being cleaned up and concentrating on the school building. Holly asked if the damaged septic at the Dana York property was filled in. Conrad contacted BKB last fall about taking care of it. Bruce went out to look at it and said it’s not a problem now. Philip Hanson said there is an open septic system at 695 Egypt Road. Bruce will check it out. Conrad motioned to accept the Code Enforcement Officer’s report. Seconded by Chad, the motion passed.

b. Public Works Director – Mark asked about funding for the catch basin in the office parking lot. He submitted two quotes to the office. Mark is not in favor of using paving money. The board will plan to have the project completed this spring. There was a problem with a frozen culvert on the Young Lake Road. Mark called Allen’s Environmental Services and they opened the culvert. There is damage to the Young Lake Road from melting snow and rain. Mark did temporary repair and set up cones. Conrad motioned to accept the Public Works Director’s report. Seconded by Chad, the motioned passed. 

c. Treasurer’s Report – Chloe was on vacation and gave Cathy prepared Treasurer’s Reports to distribute to the Select Board. Chloe paid off the credit line. Kenny is working on the new one for 2025-2026. Conrad motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Chad the reported the motion passed.  
 
d. Clerk’s Report – Cathy and Chloe attended the BMV Plate training. Northern Business installed Microsoft Office Home & Business on all the computers. Fifteen people attended the Town Meeting on 3/11/25. All warrants passed as budgeted and as written. TRIO Web will be refreshed and installed on March 25th. Mark will be attending a Gravel Road Maintenance workshop at NMCC on March 25th. Becky Adams will be at the office on April 3rd to do assessing work for the town. Chloe and Cathy will have TRIO Web training from 9 to 11 on April 3rd. Larry and Abram will be attending the Fire Warden Spring Training at the Houlton Fire Department on April 14th. Cathy is working on the MMA Property and Casualty Insurance renewal application and will soon be processing 30 day notices for the 2024 tax liens. Cathy asked the Board to set a rate for Non-Certified Vital Records. The state rate is $15.00 for the 1st copy and $6.00 for additional copies. Following discussion, Holly motioned for the town to set a fee of $10.00 for a non-certified vital record and $5.00 for additional copies. Conrad seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. There have been 113 dog licenses sold and entered in the new Pet Point state electronic licensing system. Holly motioned to accept the Clerk’s report and Chad seconded. The motion passed.                                                                                          

e. Austin Hanson reported that he and Conrad went to Peter Ambrose’s residence to deliver a summons for an unlicensed dog and no rabies vaccination. Peter was resistant to Austin being on his property and made threats. The State ACO said Austin needs to be involved with serving the summons. A sheriff assisted with the process. Holly stated that the town attorney said there is no problem with an officer using a body camera and the board is in favor of Austin using one, if he believes it’s needed. Holly cautioned that evidence is town property and should not be shared with others. It may be used as legal evidence. There may be grant money available for a body camera and protective vest through a MMA Safety grant program. Cathy will check it out. Conrad stated that Austin is doing a great job. He made a motion to accept the Animal Control Officer’s report. Chad seconded and all were in favor.

5.  New Business: 

a. Conrad motioned to appoint Holly Wood as Chair of the Select Board. Seconded by Chad, all were in favor. 
b. Holly stated the discussion about the open Clerk/ Administrative Assistant Position would take place at the end of the meeting in Executive Session.
c. Chad motioned to appoint Julie Brooker as a Planning Board Member to fill the open position. The motion was seconded by Conrad. Julie was present and agreed to accept the open position. All were in favor, the motion passed. 
d. Conrad motioned to obtain a Tax Anticipation Note for $200,000 from Machias Savings Bank for the 2025-2026 year, with Chloe Shaw as signer for the Town of Westfield. Chad seconded and the motion passed.

6.  Other business: 

a. Bruce updated the Board on the Willie York and Tony Dubuc properties during the Code Enforcement Officer’s report. 
b. Holly checked with other towns that have Food Sovereignty Ordinances and requested information from MMA Legal Services. They sent information about Food Sovereignty. Holly said there may be liability if done on town property. The board discussed naming a person or committee to oversee Food Sovereignty to release the town of liability. The Town of Stockholm has an agreement between the committee and the town. Holly sent a new Food Ordinance to the town attorney for his recommendation and expects the details to be worked out soon. This will need to go to a town meeting for approval of adopting a Food Sovereignty Ordinance.
c. The Select Board entered Executive Session pursuant (1 M. R. S. A. & 405) at 6:47 PM. 
d. Executive Session ended at 6:55 PM.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Catharine Simonson, Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant


            










