WESTFIELD SELECT BOARD MEETING
July 15, 2025 Minutes
SELECT BOARD:
X       Holly M Wood      X       Chad Kelley             Conrad A Brown
STAFF:	              	    X      Catharine Simonson- Admin, Assistant, Clerk, Deputy Treasurer
X      Mara Harris- Incoming Clerk & Administrative Assistant
X     Chloe Shaw- Treasurer, Deputy Clerk
X      Mark Lavway- Public Works Director
X     Bruce Hussey- Code Enforcement Officer
        Austin Hanson- Animal Control Officer (Presented Written Report)

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: Becky Adams- Town Assessor, Anita Brooker, Jeffrey Cray
1. Determination of quorum: Holly called the Select Board meeting to order at 6:00pm	

2. Chad Motioned to accept the minutes from the June 17,2025 Select Board Meeting. Holly Seconded and all were in favor.

3. Public Comments: None

4. Department Reports:
A. Code Enforcement Officer: 1. Bruce brought up the Food Self Governance Ordinance due to a complaint on the Shorey Road that he had received over the phone. Person expressed on the phone that Sandwiches, chips, baked goods, and take and bake foods were for sale in the stand. Bruce went out to the property and talked to the owner of the stand. He made a call to Ben Metcalf in Augusta. Ben stated that they can sell anything except meat. Bruce expressed he wants to be trained on food regulations, since he enforces the rules for the Food Self Governance. 
2. Bruce gave an update on Willie York, Willie signed and turned in a Motion to set aside default judgement and order to the Town Office. Sent to Bruce and Bruce forwarded to the attorney. No response yet. Tony Debuc is on the run according to Bruce. He believed Tony was to report to jail and didn’t show up. Will be serving time in Windham, ME. Bruce contacted Rick. Bruce emailed Rick stating he didn’t want to wait to summons. Holly mentioned that Zoom could be requested. It has been noticed that Gregg Jaime’s place is slowly getting cleaned up.  For Guimond, there is no evidence of trash at the trailer. Chad made a motion to accept C/O report and Holly seconded the motion passed.
B. Public Works Director:
1. Salt is completely delivered ahead of possible tariffs. Sand is currently still in process we have 10 loads remaining to be delivered.
 2. Beavers were on Simpson Road last month. The culvert was cleaned out and the USDA took care of the beavers. 
3. When the truck is paid off- Mark proposed purchasing a new Loader. Mark said the current loader is estimated in value anywhere from 30,000 to 50,000 on a trade.
 4. Mark mentioned that Rodney Fulton service is this weekend and mentioned we should have something to recognize him. 
5. Larry Good will buy sand from the town the board is agreeable. We will bill him for payment when sand is delivered.  
6. Mark will talk with Larry about the forest fire truck. 
Chad motioned to accept the Public Works Director’s report. Seconded by Holly the motion passed.
C. Treasurer’s Report: 
1. Checking and savings is low this time of year, Chloe mentioned that tax billing will help soon.
 2. Credit line balance is 125,000.
 3. Cemetery funds will be transferred when money starts coming in. 
Chad motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report. Seconded by Holly the motion passed.
D. Clerk’s Report: 
1. Liens filed 6/23/2025. 
2. Shredding on site picked up today. 
3. Mara attended BMV Virtual training 06/24/25 through 06/26/25. Vital statistics 6/18/25 & 7/9/2025 Also completed Freedom of Access training, Notary paperwork, Municipal Law 7/8/25, and Virtual Dave training. Upcoming trainings include: Animal welfare (Zoom), General Assistance Fundamentals, New Clerks workshop (Bangor), Title 21-A and Voter Reg 9/24 & 9/25. 
Holly motioned to accept the Clerk’s Report. Seconded by Chad the motion passed.
E. New Business:
Becky Adams Town Assessor:
 1. Personal Property accounts, SBA Towers assessed as RE+PP for years. Becky recommends the town to abate 3 years for double assessment and write off the old. Several Accounts are no longer assessable and will be written off. Holly and Chad signed Abatements. 
2. Discussed the Tax Calculation form. Total taxable, Assessments, Anticipated State revenue sharing, went up. Other Revenues went down. Explained overlay- A little over budget(buffer) at 5%, cannot rise more- even supplemental taxes. Becky recommended 0.019900 Mil rate. 
3. Look at reimbursements for a higher mill rate, it will bring a higher Homestead reimbursement. Solar Farm Reimbursement one year after. RSD 3.365 million reimbursement ½ in August possibly $30,000. 
4. Becky Bumped the value to over 12,000,000 for this year Reim for ½ of revenue lost. Set mil at 0.019900 and signed forms.
 Holly Motioned to select a 0.019900 mil rate Chad seconded the motion passed.
Holly Motioned to appoint Mara Harris as tax collector for the Town of Westfield and Catharine Simonson as Deputy tax collector for the Town of Westfield. Chad seconded the motion, and it passed. 

F. Other Business:
A. The update on Willie York and Tony Dubuc Properties was given during the Code Enforcement update. 
B. The update on the forest truck was mentioned during Mark Lavway’s report.
C. Holly Spoke about the grant being passed by the Senate Appropriate Committee. Next the Senate and House. 
The Meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Mara Harris, 


	


